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MAIN MEETING  

Don’t Do Stupid Things  

 

DATE:                          Tuesday, January 12, 2009 
 

MEETING             Steve  Nicholas 
MANAGER:             snicholas@airinds.com 
  
 

LOCATION :             Doubletree Guest Suites 
             550 Winter Street 
             Waltham, MA 02451 
                

TIME:             5:30 - 6:00 p.m. - Social Half Hour 
             6:00 - 7:00 p.m. - Dinner  
             7:00 - 8:00 p.m. - Main Program  
MEETING FEES:       Chapter Members            $35.00 
            Non-Chapter Members       $45.00 
            Walk-in             $45.00 
            Student Members            FREE 
 

See page 2  for this month’s menu.  

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 

Joseph Lstiburek will provide an entertaining and provocative examination of building 
problems based on a lifetime of experiences "stuff you don't find in books." Dr. 
Lstiburek in the course of his career has been involved in almost all of the key com-
mercial and residential "failure cause célèbre" issues over the past three decades: car-
bon monoxide poisoning, radon, hardboard siding, OSB siding, fire retardant treated 
plywood, EIFS, the mold litigation explosion, IAQ failures, floor finishing failures, 
vinyl wall coverings, building papers and house wraps, celebrity architects and now 
LEED. He has concluded that people are weird, women are different then men, folks 
don't always tell the truth but that physics never lies. And that none of this matters to 
juries.                                             See page 4 for meet the speaker section.   

PDH CREDITS 
REMINDER 

 

 

Effective September 2009, 
there will be a $15 fee for each 
PDH certificate provided at our 

Chapter meetings for non- 
Chapter members.  PDH credits 

will continue to be offered to 
our Chapter members at no 

cost.  Please note that this fee 
will be in addition to the regu-

lar meeting dues.   
 

Sincerely, 
Boston Chapter Officers 

 NO-SHOW REMINDER  
If you sign up for the meeting and don’t show up you will be charged for the meeting.   

See page 2 for RSVP deadline and cancellation deadline. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Bryan Hermanny 

Happy New Year to everyone - here's to hopes that we can climb out of the recession and keep everyone employed and 
busy! 
 

Our December meeting was a joint meeting with ASPE, and it's always nice to get to share a meeting with them.  Gerry 
Saieva was the speaker for the presentation, and it went very well.  Thanks goes out to Gerry for helping us out and giv-
ing the presentation. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday January 12th and the presentation will be "Don't Do Stupid Things" which should 
prove entertaining because the speaker is Joseph Lstiburek, who has written numerous articles for the ASHRAE Journal, 
all of which have an educational yet comedic tone to them.  Joe is a Principal from Building Science Corporation.  We 
are happy to have Joseph come to speak for the Chapter and look forward to hearing what he has to say. 
 

As a reminder, the Chapter is monitoring who are members and who are non-members to correctly charge people who 
attend the meetings.  Please bring along your member ID number and inform Dan Denisi when making RSVP's.   If you 
are currently not a member but would like to join, please contact Teri Shannon at tshannon@dac-hvac.com.  She will be 
more than happy to assist you in any way for your membership. 
 

See you at the next meeting 

Bryan Hermanny,  President 

Editor’s Note 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Materials for the January  newsletter are due on January 

15.  

Please submit employment / want ads in Word format.  A 

company logo (in .gif or .jpg format) can be included. 

Please refer to page 10 for rates and go to Boston Chap-

ter website for deadlines for each issue. 
 

For more information, please call or e-mail me at 781-

258-1002 or Stacie@stebbinsduffy.com.   
 

You can also visit the Boston Chapter website at http://

www.ashraeboston.org/committees/northeastaire.html 

 
 

By Stacie Suh  

 This Month’s Menu 
 

 
Appetizer:   

Hobbs Brook Salad 
 

Entrée:  
Chicken Marsala 

           
  Dessert:            
Lemon Citron Torte 

 
 
 

Special dietary needs can be met. Please 
let Dan Denisi know when you RSVP.   

 

For additional information & directions to 
the meeting, please visit: http://

www.ashraeboston.org 

RSVP Deadline for 
this meeting is 
12:00pm on Friday, 
January 8, 2009 
 
RSVP Cancellation 
Deadline for this meet-
ing is 12:00pm on Fri-
day, January 8, 2009 
 
Please only RSVP to 
Dan Denisi at 
dcd@brplusa.com 
 
Upon receiving RSVP, 
a confirmation email 
will be sent back to 
confirm your reserva-
tion.  If you have not 
received a confirmation 
email, you will need to 
RSVP again. 
 

Thank you.  
 
Dan Denisi 
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DOE Launches Public Web Site for Energy Technology Information 
  
DOE has unveiled Open Energy Information, an open-source Web platform that will make DOE resources and energy 
data widely available to the public. The data and tools housed on the free, editable, and evolving wiki platform will help 
deploy clean energy technologies across the country and around the world. The site currently houses more than 60 clean 
energy resources and data sets, including maps of worldwide solar and wind potential, information on climate zones, and 
best practices. OpenEI.org also links to the Virtual Information Bridge to Energy (VIBE), which serves up Web gadgets 
that display energy data. See the DOE press release (http://www.energy.gov/news2009/8381.htm), the OpenEI.org Web 
site (http://en.openei.org/wiki/Main_Page), and the VIBE Web site (http://vibe.nrel.gov/). 
 

ASHRAE Government Affairs Update, 12/18/2009 

CTTC - TEGA Article 

Submitted by Paul Hanbury 

Existing Energy Efficiency Technologies Could Provide Major Savings 
 

Energy efficiency technologies that exist today or that are likely to be developed in the near future could save consider-
able money as well as energy, says a new report from the National Research Council. Fully adopting these technologies 
could lower projected U.S. energy use 17 percent to 20 percent by 2020, and 25 percent to 31 percent by 2030.  
  

Achieving full deployment of these efficiency technologies will depend in part on pressures driving adoption, such as 
high energy prices or public policies designed to increase energy efficiency. The energy savings from attaining full de-
ployment of cost-effective, energy-efficient technologies in buildings alone could eliminate the need to add new electric-
ity generation capacity through 2030, the report says. New power generation facilities would be needed only to address 
imbalances in regional energy supplies, replace obsolete facilities, or to introduce more environmentally friendly sources 
of electricity.  
  

Many cost-effective efficiency investments in buildings are possible, the report says. For example, replacing appliances 
such as air conditioners, refrigerators, freezers, furnaces, and hot water heaters with more efficient models could reduce 
energy use by 30 percent. Opportunities for achieving substantial energy savings exist in the industrial and transportation 
sectors as well. For example, deployment of industrial energy efficiency technologies could reduce energy use in manu-
facturing 14 percent to 22 percent by 2020, relative to expected trends. Most of these savings would occur in the most 
energy-intensive industries, such as chemical manufacturing, petroleum refining, pulp and paper, iron and steel, and ce-
ment.  
  

Although there is great potential, many barriers exist to widespread adoption of energy efficiency technologies, the re-
port points out. The upfront costs can be high, which can deter investment despite the possibility of long-term cost sav-
ings. Volatile energy prices can cause buyers to delay purchasing more efficient technology due to a lack of confidence 
that they will see an adequate return on their investment. In addition, there is a shortage of readily available, trustworthy 
information for consumers hoping to learn about the relative performance and costs of energy-efficient technology alter-
natives. Investments in energy-efficient infrastructure are particularly important, as these can lock in patterns of energy 
use for decades. Therefore, taking advantage of windows of opportunity for infrastructure is crucial.  
  

Overcoming these barriers will require significant public and private support, and sustained effort. Many energy effi-
ciency initiatives have been successful, such as the U.S. Department of Energy and U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency's Energy Star labeling program. Efforts undertaken by California and New York have yielded large energy sav-
ings for those states. These experiences provide valuable lessons for national, state, and local policymakers on enacting 
effective energy efficiency policies.     
 
Copies of Real Prospects for Energy Efficiency in the United States are available from the National Academies Press 
(http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12621). 
 

ASHRAE Government Affairs Update, 12/18/2009 
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Historian Column 

By Eric Edman 

 

Well, we do not have to worry about the Y2K problem any 
longer. (Phew!) I’m sure more of you are worried about 
H1N1 anyway. (good reason!) 
It is sort of funny how things grab our attention, and then 
pass with time. 
 

As we move forward into a new decade, I’d like all of you 
to think about our history, and how far we have all come as 
individuals, as a local chapter, as a society and as a nation 
in the HVAC market. I look forward to our position as 
leaders in the ever changing HVAC world. I’m proud to be 
a small part of it as well. 
 

I will simply say it is people like you that have made ASH-
RAE Boston so much fun for me for over 25 years. See 
you all at the next monthly meeting. 
 

If any of you have something of a historical interest, please 
feel free to contact me on that old fashioned telephone or 
the new fashioned email system. You can 
bet I’ll be in contact with you. 
 

Thanks 
 
Eric Edman, Historian 

Research Promotion 

By Jeff Schultz 

Did you know that 100% of your tax deductible contribution 
given for research goes directly to research?  All administrative 
costs that are incurred come from other ASHRAE funding.  So 
what are you waiting for?  Research money doesn’t grow on 
trees, BUT, trees will continue to grow from research.  Please log 
on to www.ashrae.org  and click on "Quick Links". Then, click 
on " Research Promotion" where you will learn where your dollar 
goes.  This will tell you more than I can. Please don’t be shy! 
Donate a little or as much as you can. Thank you! Your contribu-
tion is greatly appreciated. 

Please fill out the form in this newsletter and mail it to me with 
whatever contribution you can make or please go to the ASHRAE 
Boston website at www.ASHRAEBoston.org. Click on the Dona-
tion Form under Research & Promotion, or go there directly with 
this link: http://www.ashraeboston.org/researchpromo/
donationform. Html  
Credit card payments can also be made when you’re on the ASH-
RAE website. Use this link: https://www.ashrae.org/aboutus/
resource_promotion.asp 
 
 

Thank you! 

Meet the Speaker 

 
JOSEPH LSTIBUREK, B.A.Sc., M.Eng., Ph.D., P.Eng., is a principal of Building Science Corporation.  He is a build-
ing scientist who investigates building failures and is internationally recognized as an authority on moisture related 
building problems and indoor air quality.  He is an ASHRAE Fellow.  He is the past chairman of ASTM E241 - In-
creasing the Durability of Building Assemblies from Moisture Induced Damage and a contributor and reviewer of 
Chapters 21 and 22 of ASHRAE Fundamentals.  He is a voting member of ASHRAE Standard 62.2 – Ventilation for 
Acceptable Indoor Air Quality.  He has appeared on PBS NOVA ("Can buildings make you sick?").  He is the author of 
the U.S. DOE Handbook on Moisture Control and a special contributor to the EPA guidance document on Building Air 
Quality:  A Guide for Building Owners and Facility Managers.   
 
Dr. Lstiburek is a noted authority on energy efficient construction techniques and heads one of the four Building Amer-
ica program teams for the U.S. Department of Energy.  He is the developer of ADA (the Air Drywall Approach to air 
barriers).  He is a former Director of Research of the Housing and Urban Development Association of Canada. 
 
Dr. Lstiburek has written numerous books and technical papers on building construction and has conducted forensic 
investigations and served as an expert witness on building failures all over the U.S.  He is an expert in the areas of rain 
penetration, air barriers, vapor barriers, air quality, durability and construction technology.  He specializes in mold and 
microbial contamination of buildings. 
 
Dr. Lstiburek received an undergraduate degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Toronto, a master’s 
degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Toronto and a doctorate in Building Science at the University of 
Toronto.  Dr. Lstiburek has been a licensed Professional Engineer since 1982. 
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We will be forming a local YEA group.  YEA stands for 
Young Engineers in ASHRAE.  Our goal is to enable engineers 
age 35 and under to network with each other and with the older 
members in our society.  ASHRAE is an aging society and we 
aim to engage our younger engineers, allow them to integrate 
and get to know the chapter at large, and to enable them to be-
come involved in the society at all levels.  The YEA group 
picks up where our Student Chapters leave off.  So as a student 
graduates and becomes an engineer, we hope they stay in-
volved in ASHRAE and YEA is a resource there to help them 
in that transition.  We are currently looking to plan some social 
activities to bring students, YEA members and older members 
together and can use your help. 
 

The Boston Chapter is looking to expand the student activities 
committee. We would like to increase the student attendance at 
our Boston Chapter meetings and our student chapter member-
ship.  We need volunteers to visit student chapters and share 
our knowledge.  Anyone with children active in grade school, 
high school, boy scouts or girl scouts can educate our students, 
or help scouts earn badges by teaching our children about engi-
neering, energy and/or our environment.  If an opportunity 
comes along, even an opportunity to slip in a fifteen minute 
speech with Q+A time in front of a class, please let us know 
and go for it.  This activity also helps us to advance our student 
chapter goals of being active in the student community.  We 
need more champions and our children really are our future!!!   
 

We are looking for volunteers to speak at our existing student 
chapters. 
 

Please feel free to contact us at 
Joshua.Benoist@Autodesk.com 
Joshua Benoist /Autodesk 
Direct: (603) 206-9122 

Student Activities 

By Joshua Benoist  

SOCIETY NEWS 

IAQ 2010 Examines Impact of HVAC on 
Airborne Infectious Disease 

 

ATLANTA –The role of HVA&R in airborne infectious disease 
transmission, design and control strategies and technology, pan-
demic preparedness and airborne infection control will be exam-
ined at the IAQ 2010 conference sponsored by ASHRAE.  
Co-organized by CIBSE and ISIAQ, IAQ 2010: Airborne Infec-
tion Control – Ventilation, IAQ & Energy, takes place Nov. 10-
12, 2010, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. This is the first time the 
conference is being held outside of the United States.  
“The building industry is increasingly faced with the challenge of 
providing a healthy indoor environment,” Dr. Chandra Sekhar, 
conference chair, said. “The SARS episode, the current H1N1 
pandemic and fears of avian flu have transformed the built envi-
ronment landscape, raising not only significant public health con-
cerns but also economic implications on a global scale. Airborne 
infection and its control in the built environment have tremendous 
impact in the design, operation and maintenance of buildings and 
other enclosed environments. IAQ 2010 will review the state of 
knowledge about airborne infection and help define future direc-
tions.” 
The conference will feature peer-reviewed technical papers, work-
shops and tutorials. Abstracts are invited in the following subject 
areas: 
 Is airborne infection in enclosed environments emerging as a 

primary IAQ and health concern?  
  What is our current understanding of the airborne infection 

route in enclosed environments, including buildings and 
transportation conveyances?  

 ·What is the status of airborne infection control techniques 
adopted in different types of enclosed environments and our 
knowledge about their effectiveness?  

  How do mechanical systems and other building and enclo-
sure characteristics contribute to healthy environments in an 
energy-efficient manner?  

 How can we create and sustain healthy enclosed environ-
ments through design, construction, commissioning, opera-
tion and maintenance?  

 What metrics and tools can be used to quantify the degree to 
which an enclosed environment is healthy and energy-
efficient?  

 What are the costs and quantifiable benefits of airborne infec-
tion control strategies?  

  What government and private sector programs exist or are 
proposed, including standards and guidelines for infection 
control and pandemic-preparedness in enclosed environ-
ments?  

  How well are the existing programs working and what roles 
can ASHRAE and other organizations in the field of building 
science and conveyance design play?  

The deadline for abstracts is Jan. 15, 2010. Abstracts, containing 
titles and maximum 400-word summaries, should be submitted at 
www.ASHRAE.org/IAQ2010. For more information, email 
IAQ2010@ashrae.org or visit www.ASHRAE.org/IAQ2010. 
 

Contact: Amanda Dean at adean@ashrae.org  

 

Massasoit Students and Professor 
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DECEMBER 2009 MEETING RECAP 

By Bryan Hermanny 

Our December 8th meeting went over well.  We had Gerry Saieva from DuraSystems Barriers, Inc. 
come by and his speech went well.  The presentation was on "UL Listings for Fire Rated Assemblies" 
and it was educational to hear about the different testing procedures and applicable standards. 
This meeting was also a joint meeting with ASPE.  As usual, it was nice to get together with our ASPE 
friends and spend some time mingling.  We hope that they enjoyed the seminar as well. 
Overall the meeting was a success, we had a decent turnout considering the time of year and the 

seminar was educational and interesting. 

PDH Certificates will be given to 
members and guests who signed 

the PIE sign-in sheet. 

Gerry Saieva presenting on "UL 
Listings for Fire Rated Assemblies"  

A Joint Meeting with ASPE 

 

Thanks to everyone who 
attended and a special 
thanks to Gerry Saieva 

for a great lecture! 
 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 
 

40 MEMBERS 
5 NON MEMBERS 

2 STUDENTS 
3 NO-SHOW 

Gerry Saieva presenting on "UL Listings for Fire 
Rated Assemblies"  

ASHRAE members and ASPE members enjoying dinner  

Gerry Saieva and Boston Chapter presi-
dent, Bryan Hermanny  
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Membership Promotion 

By Teri Shannon 

 

The January 12th meeting is designated as Membership 
Promotion Night and Young Engineers in ASHRAE 
(YEA) Night.  New members who bring a completed ap-
plication, along with a check for their first year’s dues, can 
attend this meeting free of charge.  Members at the Associ-
ate grade level who bring a completed upgrade application 
can attend a future dinner meeting free of charge, after the 
upgrade has been approved by Society.  Please send me an 
email at tshannon@dac-hvac.com if you need an applica-
tion or have any questions.  You may also download an 
application from the ASHRAE Society website 
(www.ashrae.org). 
 
There has been some interest in starting a YEA Committee 
to better reach out to the young engineers in our chapter. If 
you would like to help with this committee, or have any 
ideas for activities the committee can do, please contact me 
at tshannon@dac-hvac.com. 
 
Once again, I would like to encourage all members to go 
online and verify their personal information is current as 
well as to make sure their membership dues are up to date.  
Members who are more than 6 months delinquent on their 
Society dues will be cancelled.  You can log on to 
www.ashrae.org and click on “Update Your Bio” on the 
left hand side.  The Membership Promotion Committee 
will be contacting members who have delinquent dues in 
order to provide a friendly reminder to renew. 
 
Happy New Year to everyone! 
 
Cheers, 
Teri 

Webmaster’s Notes 

By Steve Rosen 

The award winning website for the ASHRAE Boston Chap-

ter can be found at www.ASHRAEBoston.org 
 

We will be keeping the site current with information; check 

back often! 
 

On the Employment page (under the Chapter Updates sec-

tion) not only will you see job opportunities, but we are 

now accepting resumes to post for free from any ASHRAE 

member in good standing looking for work!  
 

Let employers find you on the ASHRAE Boston website! 
 

We will continue this year to post past meeting presenta-

tions for our members to review, and our Chapter is con-

tinuing our efforts to reduce waste by eliminating printed 

handouts at our meetings.  
 

As always you will also be able to link to following: 

 Chapter officers and committee chairs contact informa-

tion (who's who) 

 Chapter monthly meeting info (when, what, where) 

 Region I website, and view the Chapter history 

 Sign up for the e-mailed newsletter  

 Confirm attendance at the monthly meeting 

 ASHRAE membership information  
 

And also view the following: 

 Current chapter newsletter, past newsletters, upcoming 

events and future meetings 

 Other functional Chapter committee pages; Member-

ship, RP, SA, Programs, CTT. 

 Most recent and past BOG/Meeting minutes 
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What’s New in our Chapter 

By Stephen Nicholas 

Meeting Minutes of the Board of Governor’s 
 December 8, 2009 Planning Meeting 

Each and every month the Board of Governors have a meeting before the technical meeting to discuss the inner-workings of our Chapter.  Many 
members wonder what’s new, what’s being discussed, and what’s being done to make our chapter better. 

Below is a quick summary of what was discussed: 

Chairperson  & Committee Member Openings 
The Boston Chapter is currently seeking assistance for a couple of posi-
tions within the different Chairs.  We have some committee members 
moving on and we will need to fill their shoes.  The Chapter is looking 
to fill the following positions: 

 Chapter Sustainability Chair  
 Sustainability Committee members  

If anyone is interested in getting involved please feel free to contact one 
of the Officers, Board Members, or Committee members for informa-
tion. 
 
January Meeting 
Joseph W. Listerburek, Ph.D, P.Eng. Principal of Building Science 
Corporation will be providing the technical presentation this month. 
Joseph also writes a standing column in the ASHRAE Journal under 
Building Sciences. His topic will be titled “Don’t Do Stupid Things”.  
This should be an excellent presentation… PDH’s TBD.   
 
February Meeting 

Next month will be a joint meeting with AIA/Boston Society of Archi-
tects. Allan Ames will be speaking on “Building Integration”. Febru-
ary’s meeting will also be the Chapter Presidents Night & Young Engi-
neers in ASHRAE, (YEA) as well. 
 
PDH Credit 
We will now be requiring a business card for all attendees requesting 
PDH credit.  This helps eliminate confusion and limits errors in the 
application process that we have been facing.  Please be prepared to 
provide a card upon filling out the paperwork.  Future meetings that 
will issue PDH credit will be at a cost to all non-members that request 
the credit.  Each certificate will cost $15 for each non-member per 
meeting.  Members will be given credit at no additional cost. 
 

Scholarship 
The BOG voted and approved $ 2,500.00 for the year 2010 to the stu-
dent scholarship fund. 

Winter Meeting January 2010 in Orlando, FL 
The Boston Chapter of ASHRAE will have a number of officers and 
committee members at the National meeting.  If you attend the winter 
meeting and run into them, please make sure you stop by and say hello 
or even better still, please contact Darcy Carbone who will again be 
Chairing the Region-1 Dinner meeting (social). 
 

ASHRAE Research Promotion 
The Boston Chapter of ASHRAE is proud to announce that we will once 
again receive the “Full Circle Award”.  This award is given to a Chapter 
when each Chapter Officer donates $100 or more towards ASHRAE 
Research Promotion. 
We need your help!  Each year Research & Promotion has a goal to 
meet and this year our goal is $19,280.00.   We are currently behind our 
goal and need to pick up the pace for year’s end.  If you’d like to show 
your support for the Chapter and for ASHRAE’s research, please contact 
Jeff Schultz for more information on how to help. 
 

April 2010 
The Boston Chapter will be holding its biennial Product trade show at 
Lantana’s in the spring of next year. We will be adding a new twist to 
the traditional Table Top Show next year. Trailer Trucks will be allowed 
to participate (in the parking lot) please contact Product Show Chair,  
Jeff Schultz for more detailed information.   
 
 

Membership 
Our Membership Promotion Chair wants to remind all members to make 
sure their dues are paid up in full.  Unsure as to whether you are up-to-
date or not?  Please be sure to check Society’s website www.ashrae.org  
or contact our Membership Promotion Chairperson Teri Shannon for 
more membership information. 
 
 

Hope to see you at the next meeting! 
 

 
 

 

Presidential Award of Excellence 
Boston Chapter - 2009-2010 

        

Chapter Members 
Membership 
Promotion 

Points 

Student   
Activities 

Points 

Research 
Promotion 

Points 

History   
Points 

Chapter   
Organization 

Points 

Chapter 
Technology 

Transfer 
Points 

Chapter PAOE Point Totals 

952 410 285 385 160 750 425 2415 
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Location:    
Lantana’s  

Routes 28 and 128  
43 Scanlon Dr.  
Randolph, MA 

 
 

Boston Chapter of ASHRAE  
Product Show 2010– MISSION GREEN  

Tuesday, April 13, 2010 

Six educational 
seminars to attend 
and be eligible to 
earn  PDH points.   

FREE  
BUFFET DINNER  

Call for Exhibitors 
Be part of the future! 

Go to www.ashraeboston.org and click on 
product show link for details on exhibitor 

layout and more...   

 

Seminars      
1:00 pm~ 5:00 pm 

Product show   
3:00 pm~ 8:15 pm 

  Dinner       
6:00 pm~ 8:00pm 

Please contact Jeff Schultz (Product Show Chairman) at 
jhs@brplusa.com or at 617-925-8242 with any questions.  

 
See you at the show! 
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ONE MRSA INFECTION COSTS A HOSPITAL $60,000 

RESEARCHERS ENCOURAGE MORE INFECTION CONTROL 
TO CUT BACK COSTS 

WASHINGTON - A single patient infected with the increasingly common "superbug" known as MRSA can cost a hos-
pital $60,000, U.S. researchers reported Tuesday. 
 

Their study of seven hospitals and health facilities shows that taking action, even expensive action, to fight infections 
can save money, the researchers at Duke University in North Carolina said. 
 

The study, published in the Public Library of Science journal PLoS ONE, addresses methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus or MRSA infections associated with surgery. 
 

"Our estimates of the financial burden of surgical site infections due to MRSA are unique," Deverick Anderson of Duke 
University Medical Center and colleagues wrote. 
 

"Surgical site infections due to MRSA led to charges in excess of $19 million for the group of study hospitals," they 
added. "Surgical site infections due to MRSA led to a 7-fold increased risk of death, a 35-fold increased risk of hospital 
readmission, more than 3 weeks of additional hospitalization, and more than $60,000 of additional charges compared to 
uninfected controls." 
 

For their study, Anderson's team looked at records from more than 140,000 surgical procedures done between 1998 and 
2003. 
They found and compared the cases of 150 patients with MRSA infections from the surgery, 128 with Staphylococcus 
aureus infections that were not resistant to the strong antibiotic methicillin and 231 similar patients who did not get in-
fections. 
"We found that patients with surgical site infections due to MRSA were 35 times more likely to be readmitted and seven 
times more likely to die within 90 days compared to uninfected surgical patients," Anderson said in a statement. 
These patients also required more than three weeks of additional hospitalization and accrued more than $60,000 in addi-
tional charges." 
 

The study suggests it is worthwhile for hospitals to clean up, do more infection control and even hire a staffer to take on 
the issue. "We believe our estimate for the attributable impact of a single surgical site infection due to MRSA of more 
than $61,000 can be used by administrators and infection control personnel to design and evaluate specific preventative 
interventions," researchers wrote.  
 

Last month, U.S. researchers reported that MRSA cases have risen by 90 percent since 1999 and kill 20,000 people a 
year. 
 

MSNBC.com, Reauters updated 5:56 p.m. ET, Tues., Dec . 15, 2009  

INDUSTRY NEWS 

ASHRAE Boston Chapter –Employment Ads  
 

The NorthEastAire is published monthly, September through June. It is posted on the Chapter website at 
www.ashraeboston.org.  A link is sent each month to all members of the Chapter, currently over 900.  

 
Rate: $200 for 1/4 page, $400 for 1/2 page, $800 for full page 

Format: Word format, company logos in .jpg or .gif  
 Email: Stacie Suh at Stacie@Stebbinsduffy.com 

Deadline for January Newsletter: January 15, 2010 
 

Any questions, please contact Stacie Suh/Newsletter Editor at 781-258-1002 or Stacie@Stebbinsduffy.com 
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HISTORY TRIVIA 
QUESTIONS 

For you trivia buffs out there, the question for Janu-
ary 2010 are following:  
 
1. Who invented the Variable Frequency Drive? 
2. How many Btu’s are in a ton? 
3. What was the first refrigerant ever used? 
4. What is an SWSI Fan? 
5. The 1990 Clean Air Act focused on reductions of 

what pollutants? 
6. Would it ever be “normal” to run high pressure 

steam at a velocity over 15,000 FPS? 
7. How much does a gallon of water weigh? 
8. What is the velocity pressure of air moving at 3,000 

FPM? 
 

Take a stab at these questions. Answers will be pub-
lished next month.  
How many of you are going to “Google” the questions 
for answers?   

By Eric Edman 

Answers will 
be published 
next month 
and probably  
be contested 

Take a stab 
at these 
questions 

HISTORY TRIVIA 
ANSWERS 

How about the answers to the last months trivia 
questions…  
 
Last Month Trivia Questions:  
1. Who is the largest VAV box manufacturer? 
2. What is a snap lock seam in sheetmetal duct-

work? 
3. What would seal class “A” do for you in a duct-

work specification? 
4. Who invented the butterfly valve? 
5. What is the melting point of copper? 
6. How many types of fans are there? 
7. What is the enthalpy of steam at 60 psi? 
 

Last Month Trivia Answers: 

1. The Carrier Corporation 
2. Longitudinal seam in round ductwork 
3. Meant for ducts at 4” pressure and higher, it re-

quires all joints/seams and duct wall penetrations 
to be sealed 

4. Karl Adams (1960) 
5. 1981 deg F 
6. 4 main types with sub categories unto those 
7. 1,182 btu/lb 

By Eric Edman 

ASHRAE Jobs is the Society’s Online employment resource 
With an exceptionally difficult recruitment market, the ASHRAE Jobs Career Center has been averaging 55 active 
job postings per month and just over 5,000 monthly job seeking visitors. Recruiters are experiencing, on average, 
12 online applications per job posting and have access to just over 1,200 resumes that have posted its launch on 
June 15.  
 

 ASHRAE Jobs is not only about the hire. It is the path to a hire. By visiting www.ashraejobs.com, you can search 
for certain skill sets and demographics that you are "always looking for". It is the place to capture high performers 
you can use to replace underperformers. Is this the place to see if your competitors people are out searching and 
interested in you. It is also the place to capture candidates for your Q1 hires because we are only 45 days away. 
  
ASHRAE Jobs understands you do not want to be sold to. But you still have opportunities and problems, and may 
need a professional to discuss those with. That is what you can expect from ASHRAE Jobs: a no-strings-attached 
conversation where a representative listens and then makes recommendations whether they include ASHRAE Jobs 
or not. For more information, visit www.ashraejobs.com, call 888-482-2562 or e-mail John VonHarz at jvon-
harz@ashraejobs.com. An ASHRAE Jobs representative is available during business hours to discuss your firm’s 
needs and make recommendations on next steps.  
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Boston ASHRAE 
2009 -  2010 Meeting Schedule 

Date Main Program Speaker PDH Credits Meeting Manager Location 

September Gillette Stadium Tour 

Plant Tour 

NA Steve Nicholas  Gillette Stadium  

 

Wednesday,  
September 30, 2009 AFE joint Meeting 

 
snicholas@airinds.com 

 

 
October Case Studies in High Perform-

ance Ventilation and Cooling 

 

Ray Sinclair 
RWDI 1.75  

 
Bryan Hermanny 

 

 

Doubletree -  
Waltham 

 

Tuesday,  
October 13, 2009 

 

Student Meeting/  
Membership Night 

 
 bmh@brplusa.com 

 

November 
Are High Performance Build-

ings Really Performing? 

 

Drury Crawley, Ph.d 2 Dan Diorio 
Doubletree -  

Waltham 

 

Wednesday,  
November 18, 2009 

History Night / Research & 
Promotion Night / Donors 

Recognition Night/ AEE Joint 
Meeting 

 
DL Speaker 

 

diorioda@bc.edu 

 

December 
UL Listings for Fire Rated 

Assemblies 
Gerry Saieva  2 Bill Garvey 

Doubletree -  
Waltham 

 

Tuesday,  
December 8, 2009 ASPE Joint Meeting 

  
william.garvey@wspfk.com 

 

January Don’t Do Stupid Things Joe Listiburek TBD Steve Nicholas 
Doubletree -  

Waltham 

Tuesday 
January 12, 2010 Membership Night/YEA 

  
snicholas@airinds.com 

 

 

February 
Building Integration Allan Ames 

TBD Pat Duffy 
Doubletree -  

Waltham 

Tuesday 
February 9, 2010 

BSA Joint Meeting/ Past 
President’s Night/YEA 

  pjd@brplusa.com  

 

March TBD 
Daniel Nall 

TBD Joshua Benoist 
Doubletree -  

Waltham 

Tuesday 
March 9, 2010 

Research & Promotion 
Night 

  Joshua.benoist@autodesk.com  

 
April 

 
2010 Product Show 

 
TBD Jeff Schultz 

 
Lantanas 

May Installation Of Officers  TBD Bill Garvey TBD 

 

Tuesday 
May 11, 2010 

   
william.garvey@wspfk.com 

 

June Golf Outing N/A N/A Bill Garvey Halifax Country Clubs 

 

Monday 
June 7, 2010 

   
william.garvey@wspfk.com 

 

Tuesday,  
April 13, 2010  

  
jhs@brplusa.com 
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OFFICERS 

President 
Bryan Hermanny, BR+A 

617-928-8295 
bmh@brplusa.com 

 

President-Elect 
William Garvey, WSP Flack+Kurtz 

617-210-1711 
william.garvey@wspfk.com 

 

Vice President 
Patrick Duffy, BR+A 

617-925-8255 
pjd@brplusa.com 

 

Secretary 
Stephen Nicholas, Air Industries 

978-682-9993 
snicholas@airinds.com 

 

Treasurer 
William Garvey, WSP Flack+Kurtz 

617-210-1711 
william.garvey@wspfk.com 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

2007 - 2010 
 

Dan Denisi (2009-2010) 
BR+A 

617-254-0016 (395) 
dcd@brplusa.com 

 
Stephen Nicholas 

Air Industries 
978-682-9993 

snicholas@airinds.com 
 

Joshua Benoist 
Autodesk 

603-206-9122 
joshua.benoist@autodesk.com 

2009 - 2012 
 

Daniel Diorio 
Boston College 

Capital Projects Management 
617-552-8772 

diorioda@bc.edu 
 

Jeffrey H. Schultz 
BR+A 

617-925-8242 
jhs@brplusa.com 

 
Teri Shannon 

DAC Sales 
207-985-0873 

tshannon@dac-hvac.com 
 

Steven Rosen, EYP 
617-305-9865 

srosen@eypae.com 

2008 - 2011 
 

Darcy Carbone 
Stebbins-Duffy  
781-246-0840 

dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com 
 

Jim Liston 
William Berry 
978-774-1057 

jliston@berry.com 
 

Todd Mason 
MTE Engineering 
(781) 329-7700 

tmason.mteeng@verizon.net 
 
 
 

2009 - 2010 
BOSTON CHAPTER OFFICERS, BOARD OF GOVERNORS & CHAIRPERSONS 

COMMITTEES 
 

Attendance 
Daniel Denisi, BR+A 

(617) 254-0016 
dcd@brplusa.com 

 
Chapter Program 

Jeffrey Schultz, BR+A 
617-925-8242 

jhs@brplusa.com 
 

Chapter Technology Transfer 
Paul Hanbury, UMass Medical School 

781-246-0840 
paul.hanbury@umassmed.edu 

 
CRC Delegate 

Bryan Hermanny, BR+A 
617-925-8295 

bmh@brplusa.com 
 

CRC Alternate 
William Garvey, WSP Flack+Kurtz 

617-210-1711 
william.garvey@wspfk.com 

 
Golf Outing 

William Garvey, WSP Flack+Kurtz 
617-210-1711 

william.garvey@wspfk.com 

 
Greeting 

Steven Tafone, William Berry 
978-774-1057 

stafone@berry.com 
 

Historian 
Eric Edman, BR+A 

617-925-8325 
eme@brplusa.com 

 
Honors & Awards 

Darcy Carbone, Stebbins Duffy 
617-957-2567 

dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com 
 

Membership Promotion 
Teri Shannon, DAC 

207-985-0873 
tshannon@dac-hvac.com 

 
Nominating 

Bob Persechini, RDK Boston 
617-345-9885 

rpersechini@rdkengineers.com 
 

NorthEastAire 
Stacie Suh, Stebbins Duffy 

781-258-1002 
Stacie@stebbinsduffy.com 

 
Product Show - April 2010 

Jeffrey Schultz, BR+A 
617-925-8242 

jhs@brplusa.com 
 

Professional Development 
Steve Bosland, EYP 

617-305-9831 
sbosland@eypae.com 

 
Publicity 

William Garvey, WSP Flack+Kurtz 
617-210-1711 

william.garvey@wspfk.com 
 

Refrigeration 
Steven Tafone, William Berry 

978-774-1057 
stafone@berry.com 

 
Research Promotion 

Jeffrey H. Schultz, BR+A 
617-925-8242 

jhs@brplusa.com 
 

Student Activities 
Joshua Benoist, Autodesk 

603-206-9122 
joshua.benoist@autodesk.com 

 
Sustainability 

Jim Shiminski, DAC Sales 
207-985-0873 

jshiminski@dac-hvac.com 
& 

Fran Boucher, National Grid 
508-421-7299 

Francis.boucher@usw.ngrid.com 
 

Website 
Steven Rosen, EYP 

617-305-9865 
srosen@eypae.com 

 
CRC 2012 Chair  

Darcy Carbone, Stebbins Duffy 
617-957-2567 

dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com 
 

CRC 2012 CO-Chair 
Bob Persechini 
(617) 438-6319 

Rpersechini@RDKengineers.com 
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ASHRAE Chapter Contributors 

Investors 
Who Care 

About  
Tomorrow 

Mail Check (Payable to “ASHRAE Research) to: 
ASHRAE RESEARCH 
c/o Jeff Schultz 
BR+A Consulting Engineers 
311 Arsenal St 
Watertown, MA 02472 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Company: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TEL: _____________________________________________________ 

Your contribution puts us closer to achieving our 
goal.  Please send what you can today! 
Individual contributions of $100 or more and Corporate 
contributions of $150 or more receive this year’s  
Commemorative Coin and Honor Roll Contribution status. 

CALL Jeff Schultz NOW! AT 617-925-8242 , OR:  JHS@BRPLUSA.COM 

ASHRAE RESEARCH 

$25.00 $50.00 $100.00 $200.00 

$250.00 $500.00 $1,000.00 $2,000.00 

INDIVIDUAL 

CORPORATE 

Other: ____________ 

Other: ____________ 

NORTHEASTAIRE 
ASHRAE - BOSTON CHAPTER         www.ashraeboston.org 

Stebbins Duffy, INC  
545 Salem St 
Wakefield, MA 01880 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE 

PAID 
SALEM, MA 

PERMIT NO. 12 

Air Industries Incorporated  
James E Armstrong 
Robert J Barstow 
Thomas D. Bryte 
Darcy Carbone 
David A DeMoura 
Patrick Duffy  
David M Elovitz, PE  
Engineered Solutions Inc 
William J Garvey 
Ralph S Gifford 
Joe W Hale  
Robert A Hamilton  

Bryan M Hermanny  
Paul Kevin Kennedy  
Gene F Koons, Jr 
Max Levi  
Joseph F Mannarino 
Alfred E Muccini  
Stephen Nicholas 
Paul F Padua  
Victor G Pesek  
Jeff Schultz 
Parker Symmes 
Steven J Tafone   
William K Thomas 
 

Jane Wolf  
John A Wright 


