
  

 

` 

Mike Gilroy 
Secretary 

Dan Diorio 
President 

Stacie Suh 
President-Elect  

Statements made in this publication are not expressions of the Society or 
of the  Chapter and may not be  reproduced without special permission of 

the Chapter. 

William Tang 
Vice President / 
Treasurer 

XXXXVII No.5 January 2015 Editor: Stephanie Lafontaine 857-221-5942  

2014-2015 Officers 

Table of Contents 

Monthly Meeting   
President’s Message 
Editor’s Note 
January Meeting Info 
December Meeting Recap 
Behind the Scenes 
PAOE 
Grassroots Gov’t Affairs 
Upcoming Events 
Research Promotion 
Employment Ads  
Student Activities 
YEA 
CTTC 
Webmaster’s Note 
Society News 
Meeting Schedule  
Officer & Committee List  
ASHRAE Research 
Contributor Listing 

1 
2 
2 
3 
4 
5 
5 

6-7 
7 
8 
8 
9 
9 

10-11 
12 

13-14 
15 
16 
17 

Please register online whether you are pre-paying 
with credit card or PayPal or paying with cash or 
check at the meeting at www.ashraeboston.org. 

RSVP by 12:00 PM on Thursday, January 8th.  
 

Please note during registration if you plan to attend 
the Tech Session. 

 

Credit cards are no longer accepted at the meetings.  
 

Contact Erin Popa if you would like a vegetarian 
meal. 

If you have any questions, you may contact Erin 
Popa, Attendance Chair, at 

ashraebostonattedance@outlook.com. 
 

Thank You 

ASHRAE - American Society of Heating, Refrigerating  
and Air-Conditioning Engineers 

NorthEastAire 

Meeting Manager: 
 

Darcy Carbone  
dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com  
 

Where: 
 

Embassy Suites, Waltham 
 

Meal: 
 

Cheese Tortellini 
Petit Filet Mignon & Grilled Shrimp 
Chocolate Decadence Cake 
 

Time: 
 

5:30—6:00  Tech Session 
5:30—6:00 Social/Registration 
6:00—6:45 Dinner 
6:45 – 8:00 Main Program 
 

Cost: 
 

ASHRAE Boston Members:   $40 
Non –Members / Walk-Ins: $50 
ASHRAE Student Members: Free  

January Meeting 
 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 
 

Main Meeting: 
 

ASHRAE Society 
Presidential Theme: 
People, Passion and 

Performance 
 

Tech Session: 
 

Cleaning and Restoration 
of HVAC Systems 

 
 

Past President’s & History 
Night 

 

Please see page 3 for more information. 

http://www.ashraeboston.org
mailto:ashraebostonattedance@outlook.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By: Dan Diorio  

For those that battled severe rain and traffic conditions and made the trip to Andover for the December meeting, you 
were rewarded with great food from The Chateau, a highly informative presentation on mechanical fittings, and a live 
pipe grooving demonstration.  Mark Leonard’s article recaps the December 9th meeting in detail, so please look for it in 
this newsletter.  But most importantly, I’d like to thank ASPE for hosting this meeting and inviting the ASHRAE Boston 
Chapter.  As I mentioned in my remarks prior to the main program, the benefits of joint meetings are endless and the 
Boston Chapter always looks forward to networking opportunities with our peer organizations. 
 

My President’s Message in the November newsletter began outlining the Presidential Award of Excellence, or PAOE, 
point system that all ASHRAE Chapters use to guide them through their year.  I discussed Boston’s place in Region I and 
the competition for the annual Golden Gavel Award.  Last month’s article advanced the PAOE information by  
highlighting the five committees that accumulate points throughout the year that make up our chapter total. 
 

As indicated, I would like to continue by providing an understanding of the types of items and activities that Society 
uses to measure the performance of each chapter and their respective committees. 
 

Society President Tom Phoenix, like all previous Society Presidents, established a Presidential Theme for his year.  
Tom’s theme is titled “People, Passion and Performance” and it illustrates his appreciation for ASHRAE membership 
and its leaders around the world as well as his obsession with building performance.  So, as you would expect, many of 
the available categories for gathering PAOE points this year, focus around the Chapter’s efficient use of volunteer time 
and bEQ (building energy quotient). 
 

For example, Chapters can obtain PAOE points for providing officer leadership training sessions, assigning YEA  
members to committees, and conducting effective planning meetings.  To emphasize the importance of building  
performance and bEQ, points are awarded for members that submit bEQ ratings for actual buildings, and for providing 
a bEQ presentation to an outside organization. 
 

The examples given above fall under the Chapter Operations category, but the theme remains the same for the other 
five committees; Student Activities, CTTC, Historical, Membership Promotion and Research Promotion.  They also have 
opportunities for PAOE points that focus on the Presidential Theme. 
 

Next month will be the final installment of the PAOE discussion and we will review more of the standard types of  
activities that accumulate points. 
 

Speaking of next month, Society President Tom Phoenix will be our guest speaker – ironically enough.  We are  
delighted to have him and look forward to hearing him speak to the Boston Chapter.  Look for more information about 
the January meeting within this newsletter. 
 

Please email me at dan.diorio@bc.edu with any questions, concerns, or suggestions. 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Materials for the February newsletter are due by January 16, 2015.  Please  
submit employment/want ads in .pdf, .doc or .jpg format. A company logo may also 
be included.  Please send me any ideas you would like to share or include in next 
month’s issue.  Please see the website for additional information 
www.ashraeboston.org. 
 
 

For more information, please call or e-mail me at: (857) 221-5942,  
northeastaire@gmail.com By: Stephanie Lafontaine  

mailto:dan.diorio@bc.edu
http://www.ashraeboston.org/
mailto:northeastaire@gmail.com
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January Meeting Information 

Main Program – ASHRAE Society Presidential Theme: People, Passion and 
Performance  
 

Main Program Information – ASHRAE Society President, Thomas Phoenix, will be 
the guest speaker for the January Boston Chapter meeting.  During his Presidential 
year, Tom travels the globe, meeting with international ASHRAE stakeholders and 
promoting his Presidential theme, ‘People, Passion and Performance.’  The Boston 
Chapter is thrilled to have landed on Phoenix’s incredibly busy schedule.  During his 
presentation, Thomas Phoenix will illustrate his theme by discussing how the 
success of ASHRAE can be measured by its dedicated people.  He will also update 
the audience on current happenings at ASHRAE on a Society level with 
organizational mergers, highlight ongoing work to certain standards and guidelines, 
and provide a look at future goals and Society’s strategic plan.  
 

Meet the Speaker - Thomas H. Phoenix, P.E., Fellow ASHRAE, ASHRAE Certified 
Building Energy Assessment and Building Energy Modeling Professional, is principal 
and vice president, Moser Mayer Phoenix Associates, Greensboro, N.C. 
 

As ASHRAE’s President, Phoenix chairs the Society’s Board of Directors and Executive Committee.  His presidential 
theme is “People, Passion and Performance.”  
 

Phoenix started his career in HVAC over 30 years ago as an engineer with the Division of Plant Operation of the North 
Carolina State Board of Education. After a few years he had an opportunity to enter the design and consulting field of 
the HVAC business and has been working in that discipline since then.  
 

In 1989 Phoenix established the engineering department, and became a partner, in the architectural/engineering firm 
of Moser Mayer Phoenix Associates, PA. Phoenix’s design portfolio includes schools, research and testing laboratories, 
industrial manufacturing facilities and numerous classroom, residence hall and food service projects for colleges and 
universities.  

 

Tech Session – 2013 ACR: The NADCA Standard for Assessment, Cleaning, & 
Restoration of HVAC Systems  
 

Tech Session Information - The Tech Session will cover the new NADCA Standard 
2013 for Assessment, Cleaning and Restoration of HVAC Systems.  This topic will 
help to bring ASHRAE members up to date with the recent advancements in duct 
cleaning including how NADCA defines the minimum performance and procedural 
requirements for the assessment, cleaning and restoration of heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning systems.  The talk will touch on methods for verification and 
determining the practical need for system cleaning.  
 

Meet the Speaker - Michael D. Vinick, ASCS, CVI is the President of Duct & Vent 
Cleaning of America, Inc., a national leader in duct cleaning with offices in Maryland 
and throughout the Northeast.  Duct & Vent Cleaning America joined NADCA, the 
HVAC Inspection Maintenance and Restoration Association, as one of its earliest 
members.  During the last 7 years, Michael has served on the Board of Directors as 
Treasurer, 2nd Vice President, and is currently 1st Vice President. 
 

Michael also has a lifelong commitment to the Jimmy Fund / Dana Farber Cancer Institute, where he is serving his 4th 
year as the President of the Western Mass Jimmy Fund Council, which raises approximately $1,000,000 each year for 
the Jimmy Fund.  Michael has been honored by the Jimmy Fund with the Bob Cheyne Lifetime Commitment Award and 
the Sadowsky Visionary Award.  Michael and his family commissioned and dedicated a statue of Dr. Farber and Jimmy 
in front of the Yawkey Center at the Dana Farber Cancer Center in Boston. 
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The ASHRAE Boston Chapter hit the road for the December meeting as the Boston ASPE Chapter hosted a joint meeting 
at The Chateau in Andover, MA. Members and guests kicked off the evening’s event by gathering in the private event 
room to socialize as they prepared for the night’s main presentation on Grooved Piping and Fittings. 
 
As dinner concluded, Kevin Lally, Boston ASPE Chapter President, started the main program by welcoming the ASPE 
and ASHRAE members in attendance. Kevin made his chapter announcements followed by introducing Dan Diorio, 
ASHRAE Boston Chapter President. Dan acknowledged Kevin and the rest of the ASPE members for hosting the joint 
meeting followed by making his chapter announcements. 
  
The floor was then turned over to the night’s main speakers, Michael Belanger and Ron Lemire. Mr. Belanger has been 
the Northeast Regional Sales Manager at Victaulic for 20 years. Mr. Lemire has been a Fire Protection Specialist at 
Victaulic for 22 years. The presentation included a live demonstration of how copper piping and fittings are roll 
grooved. They also discussed the difference between flexible and rigid grooved couplings. The flexible grooved 
couplings are intended for applications requiring angular movement such as buildings located in areas prone to 
earthquakes. Rigid grooved couplings are used for valve connections, machine rooms, long pipe runs, etc. Mr. Belanger 
and Mr. Lamire also talked about other domestic uses for copper roll grooved piping and couplings. 
 
Kevin Lally wrapped up the night with his closing remarks and thanked everyone for attending the joint meeting. 

December Meeting Recap 

By: Mark Leonard 
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BOSTON CHAPTER - BEHIND THE SCENES 
By: Mike Gilroy 

Every month, prior to the Main Program, the Boston Chapter of ASHRAE’s Board of Governors meet to discuss Chapter 
business. This article, based on the Secretary Meeting Minutes, shall serve as an informative summary for members as 
to what is happening behind the scenes of the Boston Chapter.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or for 

additional information. 
 

Meeting Date: December 9, 2014 
 

Review of November Meeting Minutes 
 

Each Board of Governors meeting begins with a review and eventual vote to approve the previous month’s meeting 
minutes.  Any items that required follow up are updated and closed or are determined to be carried forward once 
again.   
 

Due to the light attendance at the December meeting, it was decided that November meeting minutes would be 
approved at January’s BOG meeting.  
 

2014/2015 Schedule 
 

Openings in the schedule and opportunities to improve the year’s schedule were discussed. March and April technical 
sessions are still open.  The Chapter is investigating replacements for both technical sessions.  
 

Additional Miscellaneous Items Discussed 
 

The following miscellaneous items were briefly discussed: 
 Chapter Treasurer- The position of Treasurer for ASHRAE Boston Chapter was discussed.  It has proven difficult to 

transition to a new treasurer each year.  A 2 or 3 year treasurer term was proposed and will be discussed in further 
detail at January’s meeting.    

 Meeting Registration Software – We are continually exploring options to improve the registration process for our 
monthly meetings, both for our members and our Attendance chairs.  Erin Popa will utilize Vertical Response 
software for attendance and meeting registration for January’s meeting.  

 Membership Promotion Committee updates – The Chapter is happy to announce that Mark Persechini will be 
joining the Membership Promotion Committee.  The Membership Promotion Committee is chaired by Dan 
Carington.  

 Storage of Historical items – The Chapter is still in search of a viable location to store local chapter historical items.  
BR+A is moving in early 2015 and will not have the additional storage space to accommodate the Historical Library.  
Information on potential storage space should be shared with Eric Edman, eme@brplusa.com 

Presidential Award of Excellence 

Boston Chapter - 2014-2015 

Chapter  
Members 

Membership   
Promotion   

Points 

Student     
Activities  

Points 

Research 
Promotion 

Points 

Historical 
Points 

Chapter                              
Organization                 

Points 

Chapter                 
Technology              

Transfer Points 

Grassroots  
Government 
Affairs Points 

Chapter PAOE 
Point Totals 

1017 785 805 215 0 915 810 75 3605 

mailto:eme@brplusa.com
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Grassroots Government Affairs 

By: Steve Rosen 

ASHRAE Government Affairs Update, 12/5/2014 
 

Federal Activities 
 

ICC 700, LEED, Green Globes Referenced in House-Senate NDAA FY 2015 Agreement 
 

The U.S. House and Senate are in the midst of agreeing to the conference report for the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2015. The NDAA paves the way for funding the United States’ defense 
programs, including military construction. The conference report includes a reference to reference to ICC 700 National 
Green Building Standard, as well as LEED and Green Globes. 
 

ASHRAE is supportive of this reference, and earlier this year agreed to jointly develop the 2015 version of ICC 700. 
 

ASHRAE worked with several groups, including the National Association of Home Builders and U.S. Green Building 
Council, and all House and Senate members of the Armed Services Committees over a number a number of months to 
help achieve this goal. Below is the specific language included in the conference report: 
 

“If a residential building project (including repair or remodeling project) is authorized by this Act or will be carried out 
using amounts appropriated pursuant to an authorization of appropriations in this Act and the project will be designed 
and constructed to meet an above code green building standard or rating system, the Secretary of Defense or the 
Secretary of the military department concerned may use the ICC 700 National Green Building Standard, the LEED Green 
Building Standard System, the Green Globes Green Building Certification System, or an equivalent protocol developed 
using a voluntary consensus standard, as defined in Office of Management and Budget Circular Number A–119.” 
 

ASHRAE Seeks Applicants for WISE Paid Summer Internship Program in Washington, DC 
 

Do you know a college engineering student who is interested in exploring the relationship between engineering and 
public policy through a paid summer internship in Washington, DC? If so, please make sure they apply to the 
Washington Internships for Students of Engineering (WISE) Program. 
 

The Program runs from May 31 to August 1, 2015. Applications are due to Mark Ames (mames@ashrae.org) by 
December 31, 2014. 
 

The application and additional information about the WISE Program are available here. 
 

Please note that applicants must be a citizen or legal permanent resident of the United States, and a junior or senior 
engineering or computer science/engineering student or a recent engineering graduate beginning study in a graduate-
level program. 
  

ASHRAE Submits Comments on EPA 111(d) Rulemaking and USAID Request for Information on Climate Data, Tools, 
and Training for Developing Countries 
 

The federal government has been active in issuing rulemakings and requests for information, and ASHRAE has 
responded, providing in-depth technical information to inform the policymaking process. 
 

On November 24, ASHRAE submitted comments to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on their proposed 
rulemaking for electric generating units, commonly referred to as 111(d). The Society’s comments focus on energy 
efficiency, building energy codes, green building codes and standards, workforce training and professional certification, 
and building energy labeling and disclosure. 
 

On December 4, ASHRAE submitted comments to the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) on their 
request for information seeking advice knowledge, and best practices for developing and launching a new public-
private partnership focused on connecting actionable climate science, data, tools, and training to decision-makers in 
developing countries. 
 

Continued on next page... 

mailto:mames@ashrae.org
https://www.ashrae.org/government-affairs/Washington-Internship-for-Students-of-Engineering-WISE
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Grassroots Government Affairs 

By: Steve Rosen 

Continued from previous page... 
 

GGAC Regional and Chapter Activities  
 

Government Activities Award Revised  
 

Know an ASHRAE Champion? ASHRAE recognizes a member or team of members annually who excel in government 
activities at the Chapter level. Previously this award was to recognize a Chapter that excelled in government activities, 
however, the Grassroots Government Affairs Committee has changed the requirements so that individuals or a team of 
individuals, perhaps even from more than one Chapter, qualify for this Award. 
 

National Engineers Week Scheduled for Feb. 22-28, 2015 
 

National Engineers Week (EWeek) has been scheduled for February 22-28, 2015. Founded in 1951, EWeek is dedicated 
to ensuring a diverse and well-educated future engineering workforce by increasing understanding of, and interest in, 
engineering and technology careers. EWeek is a formal coalition of more than 70 engineering, education and cultural 
societies, and more than 50 corporations and government agencies dedicated to raising public awareness of engineers' 
positive contributions to quality of life. EWeek urges recognition among parents, teachers and students of the 
importance of a technical education and a high level of math, science and technology literacy, and motivates youth to 
pursue engineering careers in order to provide a diverse and vigorous engineering workforce.  
 

ASHRAE once again encourages its Chapters and members to promote EWeek by obtaining proclamations from federal, 
state and local governments recognizing this annual event.   
 

Additional information on EWeek is available at http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week.    
 

Your Boston GGAC committee welcomes your suggestions for ASHRAE Boston EWeek events or applicants for the 
Government Activities Award!  
 

Please contact Christine Reinders (creinders@CANNONDESIGN.COM), Stacie Suh (stacie@stebbinsduffy.com) or Steve 
Rosen (srosen@vanderweil.com) 

ASHRAE BOSTON  
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Visit www.ashraeboston.org/upcoming-events/
announcements.html for more information. 
 
 

January Meeting 
When:          January 13, 2015 
Where:         Embassy Suites, Waltham 
 
February Meeting 
When:          February 10, 2015 
Where:         Embassy Suites, Waltham 
 
March Meeting 
When:          March 4, 2015 
Where:         Embassy Suites, Waltham 
 
April Meeting 
When:          April 14, 2015 
Where:         Embassy Suites, Waltham 

Sustainable Performance Institute  
http://www.sustainable-performance.org/ 

AFE Chapter 74-Worcester Area-Central MA  
http://chapters.afe.org/chaptersnew/index.cfm?chapterIndex=2 

USGBC Massachusetts Chapter 
www.usgbcma.org 

IFMA Boston Chapter 
www.ifmaboston.org/ 

IBPSA Boston Chapter 
http://ibpsa-boston.com/ 

AEE New England Chapter 
www.aeenewengland.org/ 

 BOSTON AREA 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
mailto:creinders@CANNONDESIGN.COM
mailto:stacie@stebbinsduffy.com
mailto:srosen@vanderweil.com
http://www.ashraeboston.org/upcoming-events/announcements.html
http://www.ashraeboston.org/upcoming-events/announcements.html
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RESEARCH PROMOTION 

By: Teri Shannon  

Our Chapter’s RP goal this year is $21,800. Currently we are ahead of where we were last year at this time, but still only 
about 11% of our goal.  We need your assistance in reaching our goal, so please consider a donation to ASHRAE RP. 
 

100% of the money donated to RP goes directly towards Research, and your contribution will go to directly support 
Research being conducted in our own Region, Region One, which currently has more than $700,000.00 worth of active 
research projects.  Over all, your support and the support from thousands of members like you, is helping to fund more 
than $14million worth of research worldwide this year.  
 

Last year, Region One raised $207,000.00, so for every $1 given by a regional donor, $3.50 comes back to our Region.  I 
don’t know about you but I find that a great return on my investment! 
 

As a reminder, ASHRAE is qualified as 501(c)3 and all contributions are tax deductible.  Any amount is appreciated; for 
donors who give $100 or more, you will be listed in the annual ASHRAE Honor Roll of Investors publication.  You can 
donate online at www.ashrae.or/contribute, or contact myself 
 

Donate Now! 
 

Please fill out the form in this newsletter and mail it to me – we look forward to your Honor Roll level donation of 
$100.  You can go to the ASHRAE Boston website at www.ashraeboston.org.  Click on the Donation Form under 
Research & Promotion.  You can also donate online at www.ashrae.org/contribute.   
 

Mailing Address:  ASHRAE Boston Chapter 
C/o Teri Shannon 
PO Box 576 
W. Kennebunk, ME  04094 

 

Please donate today help us reach our goal. 

ASHRAE Boston Chapter – Employment Ads  
 

The NorthEastAire is published monthly, September through June. It is posted on the Chapter  website at 
www.ashraeboston.org.  A link is sent each month to all members of the Chapter,  currently over 900.  

 

Newsletter Rate:  $200 for 1/4 page, $400 for 1/2 page,  $800 for full page 
 

Website Rate: $300 per calendar month  
 

Format: Word format, company logos in .jpg or .gif             
 

Deadline for February Newsletter:  January 16, 2015 
 

Any questions, please contact Stephanie  
Lafontaine, Newsletter Editor at 857-221-5942 or northeastaire@gmail.com 

http://www.ashrae.or/contribute
http://www.ashraeboston.org
http://www.ashrae.org/contribute
http://www.ashraeboston.org
mailto:northeastaire@gmail.com
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By: Dan Diorio  

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

Now that we’re all back at school for the spring semester, it’s time to start the push during the 2nd half of the ASHRAE 
season.  We will need all of the PAOE points we can get.  This means having huge attendance in each of the meetings 
from now until April.  Additionally, I am going to plan some hands on, in the field tours for students to attend.  We’ll 
need strong participation in order to get the points we need not only to win the Top Dog Award, but also to support 
the Boston Chapter overall as I strive for the Golden Gavel Award as President. 
 

Society President, Thomas Phoenix, will be the speaker at our January meeting in Waltham.  Last year when we  
hosted past Society President William Bahnfleth, the student members arriving early were treated to a casual 
roundtable discussion in the ballroom before dinner.  Mr. Bahnfleth took the time to sit with students and talk about 
ASHRAE.  We are expecting Thomas Phoenix to be eager to have the same type of discussion with students this year.  
Please look for the invitation to the January meeting and register so you don’t miss this important opportunity. 
 

When time allows, take a look at the new DiscoverE page on the ASHRAE Society’s Student Zone section.  DiscoverE is 
a collaboration of over 100 organizations providing resources for employees and volunteers to help grow the  
engineering profession through education and outreach.  It’s a neat source of information if you’re looking to pitch 
in! 
 

There’s still time to register for the 2015 ASHRAE Society Winter Conference in Chicago.  Take a look at the Student 
Guide for the event on the Student Zone page.  There are several technical seminars and facility tours geared toward 
students including a tour of the Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago (formerly Children's Memorial 
Hospital).  This hospital is the largest inpatient pediatric hospital in Chicago at 1.25 million square feet and 288-beds. 
 

The Student Activities Committee needs some help.  I’d like to add 2 members to the committee and mold someone 
into taking over as the Chair next year.  Please contact me at any time via email at dan.diorio@bc.edu or stop by and 
say hello at one of the monthly meetings. 

YEA 

By: Justin Molé   

Hello YEA members! Welcome to 2015! I hope everyone had a relaxing holiday break. Our 3rd YEA event is currently 
planned for late January, so be on the lookout for an email, we’ve had great turnouts for our first two events, and are 
hoping to keep it going.  
  

Looking to improve your HVAC technical skills? Applications are currently open for the HVAC Design Essentials Training 
Scholarship. YEA offers one full scholarship for attendance to the HVAC Design: Level I – Essentials training. Application 
deadline for the March 16-18 training in Atlanta is Jan. 19, and the deadline for the June 15-17 training in Atlanta is 
April 20. https://www.ashrae.org/membership--conferences/yea-scholarship-for-hvac-design-essentials-workshop 
  

The next YEA Leadership weekend will be this spring in San Diego, 
CA March 27-29, 2015. I highly encourage anyone interested to 
attend, it is a great experience. Registration is now open for the 
event. There are scholarships available; apply ASAP, as these 
weekends fill up very quickly!  https://www.ashrae.org/
membership--conferences/young-engineers-in-ashrae/yea-
leadership-weekend 
 

Attending the ASHRAE winter conference in Chicago Jan. 24-28? 
Be sure to stop by the YEA hospitality suite!  

mailto:dan.diorio@bc.edu
https://www.ashrae.org/membership--conferences/yea-scholarship-for-hvac-design-essentials-workshop
https://www.ashrae.org/membership--conferences/young-engineers-in-ashrae/yea-leadership-weekend
https://www.ashrae.org/membership--conferences/young-engineers-in-ashrae/yea-leadership-weekend
https://www.ashrae.org/membership--conferences/young-engineers-in-ashrae/yea-leadership-weekend
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CTTC  

By: Mike Gilroy 

Even Before Long Winter Begins, Energy Bills Send Shivers in New England 
 

By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE DEC. 13, 2014 
 

SALEM, N.H. — John York, who owns a small printing business here, nearly fell out of his chair the other day when he 
opened his electric bill. 
 

For October, he had paid $376. For November, with virtually no change in his volume of work and without having 
turned up the thermostat in his two-room shop, his bill came to $788, a staggering increase of 110 percent. “This is 
insane,” he said, shaking his head. “We can’t go on like this.” 
 

For months, utility companies across New England have been warning customers to expect sharp price increases, for 
which the companies blame the continuing shortage of pipeline capacity to bring natural gas to the region. 
 

Now that the higher bills are starting to arrive, many stunned customers are finding the sticker shock much worse than 
they imagined. Mr. York said he would have to reduce his hours, avoid hiring any new employees, cut other expenses 
and ultimately pass the cost on to his customers. 
 

Like turning back the clocks and putting on snow tires, bracing for high energy bills has become an annual rite of the 
season in New England. Because the region’s six states — Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Vermont — have an integrated electrical grid, they all share the misery. 
 

These latest increases are salt in the wound. New England already pays the highest electricity rates of any region in the 
48 contiguous states because it has no fossil fuels of its own and has to import all of its oil, gas and coal. In September, 
residential customers in New England paid an average retail price of 17.67 cents per kilowatt-hour; the national 
average was 12.94 cents. 
 

Beyond that, the increases confound common sense, given that global oil prices have dropped to their lowest levels in 
years, and natural gas is cheap and plentiful from the vast underground shale reserves in nearby Pennsylvania. 
 

But the benefits are not being felt here. Connecticut’s rate of 19.74 cents per kilowatt-hour for September was the 
highest in the continental United States and twice that of energy-rich states like West Virginia and Louisiana. The 
lowest rate, 8.95 cents, was in Washington State, where the Columbia River is the nation’s largest producer of 
hydropower. 
 

For the coming winter, National Grid, the largest utility in Massachusetts, expects prices to rise to 24.24 cents, a record 
high. The average customer will pay $121.20 a month, a 37 percent increase from $88.25 last winter. 
 

The utilities argue that they are hamstrung unless they can increase the pipeline capacity for natural gas, which powers 
more than half of New England. That would not only lower costs for consumers, they say, but also create thousands of 
construction jobs and millions of dollars in tax revenue. 
 

The region has five pipeline systems now. Seven new projects have been proposed. But several of them — including a 
major gas pipeline through western Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire, and a transmission line in New 
Hampshire carrying hydropower from Quebec — have stalled because of ferocious opposition. 
 

The concerns go beyond fears about blighting the countryside and losing property to eminent domain. 
Environmentalists say it makes no sense to perpetuate the region’s dependence on fossil fuels while it is trying to 
mitigate the effects of climate change, and many do not want to support the gas-extraction process known as hydraulic 
fracturing, or fracking, that has made the cheap gas from Pennsylvania available. 
 

Consumers have been left in the middle, as baffled as they are angry. Utilities across the region are holding workshops 
and town meetings to try to address their concerns and offer tips on energy conservation. About 100 people showed 
up this month for a meeting at Salem High School here that included a presentation by Liberty Utilities, the largest 
natural gas distributor in New Hampshire. 
 

Continued on next page... 
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CTTC  

By: Mike Gilroy 

Continued from previous page… 
 

John Shore, a company spokesman, told the audience that in times of peak demand, the available natural gas went first 
to residential and business customers. Some power plants that normally rely on gas then turn to more expensive fuels 
like oil, although not all plants have the ability to switch fuels. In some cases, electric generating plants go offline, and 
more expensive generators are used to make up the capacity. 
 

Prices are also up this winter because they are based in part on last winter’s high prices. Arctic blasts from the polar 
vortex drove up the cost of wholesale power in New England to $5.05 billion for the three months from December 
2013 through February 2014 alone — almost the same as the cost for the entire year of 2012. 
 

Patricia Richardson, 78, a Salem retiree in the audience, said she had already had an energy audit on her 100-year-old 
house, installed triple-pane thermal windows, bought a new boiler, had insulation blown in and put weather stripping 
around leaks. She could not understand why her bill had still increased, even after pressing Mr. Shore. 
 

Ms. Richardson said after the meeting that his explanation had been confusing. “I wanted to know in my heart that he 
was giving it to me square,” she said. “But I didn’t get that feeling.” 
 

Many utilities provide rebates when customers buy high-efficiency appliances, and offer free energy audits, savings 
plans and guidance on limiting energy use. Government programs and nonprofit organizations are stretching to help 
those who cannot pay the utility bills necessary to make it through this cold, dark season. 
 

But even if these stopgap measures help some households in the short term, the outlook for the long term appears 
gloomy. 
 

A year ago, the governors of the six New England states agreed to pursue a coordinated regional strategy, including 
more pipelines and at least one major transmission line for hydropower. The plan called for electricity customers in all 
six states to subsidize the projects, on the theory that they would make up that money in lower utility bills. 
 

But in August, the Massachusetts Legislature rejected the plan, saying in part that cheap energy would flood the 
market and thwart attempts to advance wind and solar projects. That halted the whole effort. 
 

“The impasse just kicks the can down the road, and I see no reason why this dynamic isn’t going to be repeated during 
the heating season for years to come,” said John Howat, a senior policy analyst at the National Consumer Law Center, a 
Boston-based nonprofit advocacy group for low-income residents. 
 

“I think we need to be more aggressive in pursuing renewables and energy efficiency,” Mr. Howat said. “But I doubt we 
can implement those solutions quickly enough and at a sufficient scale to relieve the economic burden in the short 
term on those 30 percent of households that don’t have sufficient income to pay these bills.” 
 

The problem may be getting worse, not only because of pipeline constraints but because old coal and oil power plants 
are being retired. The Vermont Yankee nuclear plant, which supplies nearly one-third of Vermont’s electricity, is also 
scheduled to go offline this month. 
 

ISO New England, the independent system operator that oversees the region’s energy market, said it expected there to 
be “sufficient resources” this winter to meet demand. But in a November assessment, it called the pipeline constraints 
severe and said the reliability of the system would “continue to be threatened” until the region expanded its pipeline 
capacity or invested in other energy sources. 
 

Figuring out how much new pipeline might be enough is not an easy calculation. Massachusetts, for one, is analyzing its 
needs now for a report due at the end of the month. It is a complex process, said Mark Sylvia, the state’s 
undersecretary for energy, because it must take into account the state’s desires to avoid dependence on one type of 
fuel, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and ensure reliability “so the lights stay on.” 
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WEBMASTER’S NOTES 

By: Steve Rosen 

We hope you are enjoying the ASHRAE Boston website!  
 
Not everything is on our Website - which is why we also have our very own ASHRAE Boston Library! 
 
Starting in February 2015, we need a new home to house our collection of reference books, periodicals, Standards, 
historical items and more! 
 
Although we would enjoy a space similar to the photo, a simple standard sized office with a secured door and a simple 
‘ASHRAE Boston Library’ sign would be wonderful!  
 
If your firm or your town library could accommodate this request we will be very grateful and honor them at our 
monthly meeting! Please send me or Eric Edman eme@brplusa.com  your offer and we can help you with any 
additional information! 

mailto:e eme@brplusa.com
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Society news 
ASHRAE/IES Proposes Expansion of Climate Zones for Energy Standard 

For Release: December 16, 2014 Contact: Jodi Scott Public Relations/678-539-1216 or jscott@ashrae.org   

ATLANTA – New proposed climate data could make the ASHRAE/IES energy standard more applicable for global use. 
 
Addendum w is one of 10 proposed addenda to ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2013, Energy Standard for Buildings 
Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings, open for public comment starting Dec. 5, 2014. The proposed addendum closes 
for review Jan. 19, 2015. To comment or learn more, visit www.ashrae.org/publicreviews. 
 
The addendum was developed in response to an update of ASHRAE Standard 169-2013, Climatic Data for Building 
Design Standards, which now contains updated climate data and additional Climate Zone 0 with humid (0A) and dry 
(0B) zones.  Addendum w adds this climate zone to 90.1, This has global implications for the standard as Climate Zone 0 
does not exist in the United States and is primarily used in the equatorial regions of South America, Africa, Middle East, 
southern Asia and the south Pacific. 
 
“It gives the standard more of an international view with maps and data never before available to users,” Dru Crawley, 
chair of the Standard 169 committee, said. “Previously there was the single U.S. map.  Now there are high-level (1 deg 
latitude/longitude) maps of the world, covering each continent and major countries.” 
 
Other addenda open for public review from Dec. 5, 2014, until Jan. 4, 2015 are: 
 

 v revises fenestration orientation requirements 

 y adds a new approach to simplified building lighting 

 z clarifies and modifies the modeling of a baseline HVAC system with air source heat pumps and electric auxiliary 
heat 

 aa clarifies an exception in  a table in the design model section 

 ad revises the preheat coil requirement for the baseline building model in Appendix G 

 ae updates a section related to definitions used with motors 

 af restores the specification of the rating conditioners 
for measuring efficiency of heat pump pool heaters 

 ag limits mechanical cooling for vestibules 

 ah clarifies lighting requirements 
 
ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is a global society advancing 
human well-being through sustainable technology for the 
built environment. The Society and its more than 50,000 
members worldwide focus on building systems, energy 
efficiency, indoor air quality, refrigeration and 
sustainability. Through research, standards writing, 
publishing, certification and continuing education, 
ASHRAE shapes tomorrow’s built environment today. 
More information can be found at www.ashrae.org/news. 

mailto:jscott@ashrae.org
mailto:adean@ashrae.org
http://www.ashrae.org/publicreviews
http://www.ashrae.org/news
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Society news 
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Date Main Meeting/ 
Tech Session 

Speaker PDH  
Credits 

Meeting Manager Location/ 
Special Night 

September 
Dan Diorio & Dave 

Trumble 
N/A Dan Diorio 

Boston College, Conte 
Forum, Chestnut Hill 

Tour—Conte Forum AC 
Upgrades & Expansion 

Tuesday, 
September 16, 2014 

  dan.diorio@bc.edu    

October 
Retrofitting Mass Walls—

Interior Retrofits vs. Exterior 
Retrofits 

Joseph Lstiburek TBD Teri Shannon 
Embassy Suites, 

Waltham 

Tuesday 
October 14, 2014 

IBPSA—Energy Modeling, 
Best  Practices 

TBD  tshannon@dac-hvac.com 
HOF Induction, Student & 
Membership Promotion 

Night 

November 
Embedded Tube Radiant 

Cooling 
Devin Abellon TBD Event Committee 

Embassy Suites, 
Waltham 

Tuesday, 
November 11, 2014 

Maximizing the Benefits of 
Chilled Beam Systems 

Mike Woosley   
Research Promotion & 

Donor Recognition Night 

December 
Mechanical Couplings  

Science 
TBD TBD Event Committee TBD 

Tuesday 
December 9, 2014 

    Joint Meeting with ASPE 

January ASHRAE Society President Thomas Phoenix TBD Darcy Carbone 
Embassy Suites, 

Waltham 

Tuesday  
January 13, 2015 

Cleaning and Restoration of 
HVAC Systems 

Michael Vinick  dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com 
Past President’s & 

History Night 

February Air to Air Energy Recovery Rick McGinley TBD Event Committee 
Embassy Suites, 

Waltham 

Tuesday 
February 10, 2015 

IBPSA—Energy Modeling 
DOAS & VRF 

   
Membership Promotion, 

Research Promotion & YEA 
Night 

 
March 

 

Emerging Utility DSM, FCM 
and EE Practices 

TBD TBD Event Committee 
Embassy Suites, 

Waltham 

Wednesday 
March 4, 2015 

TBD    Joint Meeting with AEE 

 
April 

High Performance with 
Building Commissioning 

Mike Eardley TBD Event Committee 
Embassy Suites, 

Waltham 

Tuesday 
April 14, 2015 

Air Flow Measuring    
Student & YEA Night 

Joint Meeting with BSA 

May Installation of Officers N/A N/A Stacie Suh TBD 

Tuesday 
May 12, 2015 

   Stacie@stebbinsduffy.com  

June Golf Outing N/A N/A Bill Garvey 
Halifax Country Club, 

Halifax, MA 

Monday 
June 1, 2015 

   wgarv@aol.com Research Promotion 

Boston ASHRAE 
2014 - 2015 Meeting Schedule 

mailto:daniel.diorio.2@bc.edu
mailto:tshannon@dac-hvac.com
mailto:dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com
mailto:wgarv@aol.com
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OFFICERS 
President 

Daniel Diorio 
Boston College 
617-552-8772 

dan.diorio@bc.edu 
 

President-Elect 
Stacie Suh 

Stebbins Duffy, Inc. 
781-258-1002 

Stacie@stebbinsduffy.com 
 

Vice President/Treasurer 
William Tang 

BR+A 
617-254-0016 

wkt@brplusa.com 
 

Secretary 
Mike Gilroy 

BR+A 
617-925-9255 

mpg@brplusa.com 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
2012 - 2015 

 
Darcy Carbone 

Stebbins Duffy, Inc. 
617-957-2567 

dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com 
 

Pat Duffy 
BR+A 

pjd@brplusa.com 
617-925-8253 

 
Jim Liston 

BuroHappold 
james.liston@burohappold.com 

617-606-9120 
 

Jeffrey H. Schultz 
EYP Architecture & Engineering 

617-385-9894 
jschultz@eypae.com 

2014-2015 

BOSTON CHAPTER OFFICERS, BOARD OF GOVERNORS & CHAIRPERSONS 

COMMITTEES Attendance 
Erin Popa 

BR+A 
617-925-8205 

epopa@brplusa.com   
 

Chapter Program 
Daniel Diorio 

Boston College 
617-552-8772 

dan.diorio@bc.edu 
 

Chapter Technology Transfer 
Mike Gilroy 

BR+A 
617-925-9255 

mpg@brplusa.com 
 

CRC Alternate 
Stacie Suh 

Stebbins Duffy, Inc. 
781-258-1002 

Stacie@stebbinsduffy.com 
 

CRC Delegate 
Daniel Diorio 

Boston College 
617-552-8772 

dan.diorio@bc.edu 
 

Golf Outing 
William Garvey 
RDK Engineers 
857-221-5965 

wgarvey@rdkengineers.com 

Grassroots Government Activities 
Steven Rosen 

Vanderweil Engineers 
617-956-4218 

srosen@vanderweil.com 
 

Historian 
Eric Edman 

BR+A 
617-925-8325 

eme@brplusa.com 
 

Honors & Awards 
Darcy Carbone 

Stebbins Duffy, Inc. 
617-957-2567 

dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com 
 

Membership Promotion 
Dan Carington 

BR+A 
617-925-8236 

dpc@brplusa.com 
  

Nominating 
Bob Persechini 
RDK Engineers 
617-345-9885 

rpersechini@rdkengineers.com 
 

Research Promotion 
Teri Shannon 
DAC Sales 

207-985-0873 
tshannon@dac-hvac.com 

NorthEastAire 
Stephanie Lafontaine 

RDK Engineers 
857-221-5942 

slafontaine@rdkengineers.com 
 

The New Product Show & Energy 
Show 2016 

Jeffrey Schultz 
EYP Architecture & Engineering 

617-385-9894 
jschultz@eypae.com 

 
Professional Development 

Steve Bosland 
EYP Architecture & Engineering 

617-305-9831 
sbosland@eypae.com 

 
Publicity 

Mark Leonard 
BR+A 

617-925-8322 
mcl@brplusa.com 

 
Refrigeration 
Steven Tafone 

Suffolk Construction  
978-774-1057 

stafone@suffolkconstruction.com 

 
Student Activities 

Daniel Diorio 
Boston College 
617-552-8772 

dan.diorio@bc.edu 
 

Sustainability 
Jim Armstrong 

Siemens Industry, Inc. 
781-774-8360  

jarmstrong@siemens.com 
 

Siobhan Carr 
MIT 

617-324-7268 
siobhanc@mit.edu 

 
Website 

Steven Rosen 
Vanderweil Engineers 

617-956-4218 
srosen@vanderweil.com 

 
YEA 

William Tang 
BR+A 

617-254-0016 
wkt@brplusa.com 

 
Justin Molé  

Canon Design 
617-517-6272 

jmole@cannondesign.com  

2013-2016 
 

Siobhan Carr 
MIT 

617-324-7268 
siobhanc@mit.edu 

 
Mike Gilroy 

BR+A 
617-925-9255 

mpg@brplusa.com 
 

Stephen Nicholas 
Air Industries 
978-682-9993 

snicholas@airinds.com 

2014 - 2017 
 

Dan Carington 
BR+A 

617-925-8236 
dpc@brplusa.com 

 
William Garvey 
RDK Engineers 
857-221-5965 

wgarvey@rdkengineers.com 
 

Mark Leonard 
BR+A 

617-925-8322 
mcl@brplusa.com 

 
Teri Shannon 

DAC Sales 
207-985-0873 

tshannon@dac-hvac.com 

mailto:daniel.diorio.2@bc.edu
mailto:Stacie@stebbinsduffy.com
mailto:dcd@brplusa.com
mailto:mpg@brplusa.com
mailto:dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com
mailto:pjd@brplusa.com
mailto:james.liston@burohappold.com
mailto:jschultz@eypae.com
mailto:epopa@brplusa.com
mailto:daniel.diorio.2@bc.edu
mailto:mpg@brplusa.com
mailto:Stacie@stebbinsduffy.com
mailto:daniel.diorio.2@bc.edu
mailto:wgarvey@rdkengineers.com
mailto:srosen@eypae.com
mailto:jliston@suffolkconstruction.com
mailto:dcarbone@stebbinsduffy.com
mailto:dpc@brplusa.com
mailto:rpersechini@rdkengineers.com
mailto:tshannon@dac-hvac.com
mailto:slafontaine@rdkengineers.com
mailto:jschultz@eypae.com
mailto:sbosland@eypae.com
mailto:mcl@brplusa.com
mailto:stafone@suffolkconstruction.com
mailto:daniel.diorio.2@bc.edu
mailto:jarmstrong@siemens.com
mailto:srosen@eypae.com
mailto:dcd@brplusa.com
mailto:jmole@cannondesign.com
mailto:mpg@brplusa.com
mailto:snicholas@airinds.com
mailto:dpc@brplusa.com
mailto:wgarvey@rdkengineers.com
mailto:mcl@brplusa.com
mailto:tshannon@dac-hvac.com
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ASHRAE Boston Chapter Contributors 

Mail Check (Payable to “ASHRAE Research) to: 

ASHRAE RESEARCH 

DAC Sales 

c/o Teri Shannon  

PO Box 576 

W. Kennebunk, ME 04094 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TEL: _____________________________________________________ 

Your contribution puts us closer to achieving our 

goal.  Please send what you can today! 
Individual contributions of $100 or more and Corporate 

contributions of $150 or more receive this year’s  

Commemorative Coin and Honor Roll Contribution status. 

CONTACT TERI SHANNON NOW! at 207-985-0873 or tshannon@dac-hvac.com 

ASHRAE RESEARCH 

$25.00 $50.00 $100.00 $200.00 

$250.00 $500.00 $1,000.00 $2,000.00 

INDIVIDUAL 

CORPORATE 

Other: ____________ 

Other: ____________ 

NorthEastAire 

ASHRAE - BOSTON CHAPTER         www.ashraeboston.org 

Stephanie Lafontaine 

RDK Engineers 

70 Fargo Street 

Suite 800 

Boston, MA 02210 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Investors 

Who Care 

About  

Tomorrow 

CORPORATE 

 Allan E Ames 
David H Blum 
Steven C Bosland 
Henry P Breen, Jr, PE 
Darcy A Carbone 
John F Coffey, Jr 
David A DeMoura, PE 
Daniel P Diorio 
William J Garvey 
John A Iacopucci 
Michael P Gilroy 
Robert J Persechini 
William Schlageter, Jr. 

Majid Seghatoleslami 
Teri L Shannon 
Gregory W Shenstone, PE 
Stacie Suh 
Steven Tafone 
William K Tang 
Jeffrey Zajac 
 
Buckley Associates 
Phoenix Controls Corp. 
RDK Engineers 

mailto:tshannon@dac-hvac.com
http://www.ashraeboston.org

